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The works of Luo Yanlong ##i}¢ present a
unigue and vibrant contemporary ink art
style that is utterly original and pioneering
in every sense. Incorporating physical per-
formance into his creative process through
"endless splashing and pouring of ink", the
artist unlocks boundless expressive possi-
bilities on the canvas. Furthermore, he in-
tegrates the classic traditions of Chinese
literati shanshui painting into his indeter-
minate, spontaneously flowing ink com-
positions. This artistic approach guides
his works from intricate, winding vistas to
sudden spacious openness, ultimately at-
taining the spiritual realm of the "Peach
Blossom Land".

By embedding bodily movement and per-
formative action into creation, the free, flu-
id vitality embodied in his ink wash works
allows viewers to perceive the dynamism
and transformations inherent in natural
mountain and water landscapes, echoing
the traditional "view of landscape" estab-
lished by ancient Chinese literati. Mean-

Peaks and Ridges, Dim and Bright, 34x133 cm, colour on silk, 2022,

while, the artist’'s active intervention in the
creative process itself constitutes an in-
tegral part of his artistic expression. Such
performative creation bears clear traces of
the "action painting" theory proposed by
Harold Rosenberg. Rather than executing
a pre-conceived image on paper, the artist
treats ink, brush and paper merely as crea-
tive materials. As Rosenberg argues, "What
matters truly is the revelation emerging
in the act of painting. Ultimately, regard-
less of its visual presentation, the image
achieved possesses powerful expressive
tension." [Harold Rosenberg, The tradition
of the new, translated by Chen Xiangjun,
Yuan-Liou Publishing Company, 1997, p.25.]
With every brush stroke, rubbing and ink
wash, dark ink tones diffuse gently across
aged silk. The spreading water stains em-
body contingency and accumulate the
layered thickness of time, while the surg-
ing, flowing ink manifests innate natural
verve and the spiritual radiance ignited by
the artist's ingenious craftsmanship.
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Luo Yanlong erases the boundary between
art and life through performative painting,
thereby realizing the integration of subjec-
tive life experience into natural landscape
creation. As Guo Xi wrote in The Lofty Am-
bience of Forests and Springs, "Moun-
tains take rivers as their veins, vegetation
as their hair, and cloud mist as their spirit.
Waters take mountains as their counte-
nance, pavilions and terraces as their fea-
tures, and fishing and angling as their vi-
tal essence." [Guo Xi, The Lofty Ambience
of Forests and Springs, translated by Yang
Bo, Zhonghua Book Company, 2010, p.47.]
The artist delicately manipulates ink ren-
dering to achieve unrestrained, vivid tonal
effects. Through the microcosm of brush
and ink, he connects to the macrocosm of
nature, crafting ever-changing and unpre-
dictable landscape scenes. His works in-
herit the core essence of Chinese shanshui
painting: prioritizing natural representa-
tion and personal emotional perception.
By infusing his intimate feelings and nat-
ural insights into his unique creative tech-

niques, he faithfully conveys the '"vital
rhythm" and "spiritual charm" cherished
by traditional literati shanshui art. Beyond
formal aesthetics, his paintings transcend
physical forms to deliver profound spiritual
realms and inner emotions, embodying a
cosmic vision where the artist resonates
and unites with all living things in nature.
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Illusory Realm, 35x85 cm, colour on silk, 2023,
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Chaos,134x169cm, colour on silk, 2024, (JE) 134x169cm BA ikt 20244F
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Vermilion condensed resonance, 71x165cm, colour on silk, 2025, (FHib#EY  71xX165cm A ¥ 1 20254F
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Snow Mountain Hermitage, 220x120cm, colour on silk, 2022,
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Hunting Return from Snowy Mountains, 71x30cm, colo
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uronsilk, 2023, (FHiARE) 71x30cm A 20234
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Wang Kunshan Co-Creation Space, 70x140cm, colour on silk, 2023, (E#il « JLAIFE)  70x140cm EA R M 20234
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Dawn of the Red Mountain, 240x70cm, colour on silk, 2023, (4LILAFIAIY  240x70cm 28 AR B2, 20234F

Ink Play of Cloudy Mountains, 34x82cm, colour on silk, 2021, (=1LI##%) 34x82cm BA K 20214
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Spring Walk on Mountain Path, 193 x 71 cm, Ink on silk, 2022 (1L###F4T) , 193x71cm, HAKE, 2022 4
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Snowy Night, 32 x 85.5 cm, Ink on silk, 2025 (E#) , 32x85.5cm, AR, 2025 4
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